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Maple Ridge Elementary School Parents Council  
1000 Valin St, Orleans, ON K4A 4B5  

December 5th, 2023 – VIRTUAL Meeting 6:30-8:00pm  
  
Mee�ng called to order: 6:32pm   
 
A�endees:   
Mireille Filion, Jenna Anderson, Crystal Dillon, Cynthia Allen, Jennifer Tracey, Kelly de Angelis, 
Pamela Dosse�, Crystall Matheson, Anu Kwatra, Yasmine Beukritly, Wendy Mak, Barbara 
MacIntyre, Mikhela Jason 
 
Regrets:  Amanda Hope 
   
Minutes Recorded By: Cynthia Allen  
 
Approval of Mee�ng Agenda: Mo�on to add discussion regarding O�awa Robo�cs programing 
during the Round Table; Cynthia mo�oned to approve, all in favour. Agenda approved. 
  
Old Business/Approval of November 7th minutes:  Pam Dosse� mo�oned to approve; seconded 
by Anu Kwatra.  All in favour. Minutes approved. 
  
Principal Report (Appendix 1): Mireille Filion/Jenna Anderson  
 
A slide show was presented to Council (Appendix 1)  
 
General Updates (Mireille Filion) 

 New EA: Karen Maillet,  S�ll have no ECE to replace Sarah Bap�ste. Supply Teacher 
Abigail Kalan regularly returning to cover any absence for the 31 staff  

 Maple Ridge has two DOT (designated occasional teacher) Mr. Fancy and now there is a 
second DOT, Abigail Kalan 

 Maple Ridge currently has 533 students 
 
School Budget (Mireille Filion) 

 At the moment, the budget for all OCDSB schools are frozen for any purchase over $100 
Expec�ng to receive the remaining 50% of the budget in January.  
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 Opera�ng at a loss for most of field trips – the cost of the ac�vity and the bus is 
expensive, some parents request refunds if their child doesn’t go, a lot of students are 
op�ng out or just not paying, looking at increasing fees slightly or possibly gauging 
interest before booking the ac�vity.  

 $240/ day to cover a replacement teacher when teachers a�end sports tournaments, 
the cost last year was approximately $4000, this year we are already at $2500 

 Another large expense is photocopy and prin�ng paper. Last year $17,000 on paper  
 Exploring ideas for next year to balance the budget, an example would be to increase 

student levy next year.  
 
2022-2023 Parent Survey Results (Mireille Filion) 

 There were only 66 responses received  which equals 16% par�cipa�on 
 With so few respondents, it is difficult to say that the results accurately reflect the school 
 Strengths (well-being) and weaknesses (intellectual engagement, parent engagement, 

diversity) were iden�fied 
 Well being, student-staff rela�onship, above Board average  
 Parent engagement was iden�fied as a challenge but some parents do not respond 

when given opportuni�es such as Parent/Teacher interviews. There was only 50% 
par�cipa�on rate 

 
2022/2023 EQAO results overview (Jenna Anderson) 

 Grade 3 students – % students at or above provincial standard 
o Math 54% 
o Reading 70% 
o Wri�ng 70% 

These results are approximately the same as results for the rest of the OCDSB grade 3 classes 
and the province for reading and wri�ng. The math results are slightly below the Board and 
Provincial levels at 61% and 60%, respec�vely. The lower results could be because of digital 
format of the exam, delayed learning due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
25% of grade 3 students, English was not their first language.  

 Grade 6 Results 
o Math 62% 
o Reading 89% 
o Wri�ng 91% 

By comparison, Maple Ridge grade 6 students are above both the Board and the Provincial 
results for all three. 
 
School Ac�vity Updates: (Crystal Dillon) 

 Maple Ridge Spirit Week 
o Wednesday, December 6 - Festive/Ugly Sweater Day  
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o Thursday, December 7 - Red/Green/Plaid Day 
o Friday, December 8 - PJ Day 

 Sock Drive Results - 922 socks for the Ottawa Mission 

 
 Food Drive Update - currently collecting until December 18th. 
 Gardening Tower and grow lights have arrived (worms coming soon) 
 Meet the Keepers - 3 workshops scheduled for January 16th 
 Lego Club - still looking for donations 
 Student Inclusion Team (S.I.T) - meets twice per week, group of ~20 Grade 6/7 students. 

Focus on cultural celebrations each month, creating Monthly calendar bulletin board (next 
to the Music Room). Will also work towards sharing information about the celebrations on 
the morning announcements. 
o Creating a Welcome Banner: equity ambassadors in languages for school – would like to 

create an 88X27” vinyl banner with “Welcome” written languages representative of our 
school community. At this time there are more than 30 languages spoken by our 
students/staff.  

 Scholastic Book Fair - huge success with over $6,000 in sales!!  That translates into $1600 in 
new books for the Library and $600 in cash to spend at a later date. Many thanks to 
“Gramma” Barb and her daughter Colleen for all their hard work and dedication. 

 R45A Habitat for Humanities Project ``What makes a home?" junior writing contest.  Each 
student entry gives a $10 donation to our local group.  Students have started brainstorming 
by creating collages of what tangible and intangible things make their home a special place. 
Students are excited to both help out with their entries...and excited for the possibility of a 
grand prize – an ipad and pizza party  

 Maple Ridge Winter Sing-Along Monday, December 18th - the whole school will 
participate. Some classes will present a song/dance. 

 Primary (Grades 1-3) Switcheroo Day - Tuesday, December 19, various activities students 
will rotate in groups with Grade 8 leader 

 Sir Wil Band Concert - visiting on Tuesday, December 19th at 1:30pm 
Chair Report: Cynthia Allen   
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 PTBM Grant Applica�on submi�ed. Results to be communicated by December 18th. Two 
presenta�ons by Paul Davis, confirmed for March 5th, 2024 for grades 3-8.  

 PRO Grant – Parent Reaching Out Applica�ons due on January 12th, 2024.  
o $750 for projects that promote engagement and collabora�on involving parents, 

caregivers and guardians within our school community.  
o November 26 – email communica�on sent to Council reques�ng feedback and 

op�ons for applica�on 
Cynthia proposed two op�ons: 

 Mādahòkì Farm - https://madahoki.ca/about-the-farm/   -https://madahoki.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/madahoki_offsiteperformaces.pdf  

 Indigenous Roots Orleans/Ottawa East 
 

Council thought that a Family Math Evening would be a be�er op�on for the PRO grant, similar 
to the Jump2Math evening that Council organized in November 2016. Cynthia will reach out to 
Jump2Math to see if they are running programs in the O�awa area.  
 
Fundraising & Communica�ons: Wendy Lim 
  

 November 16th Movie Night – How to Train Your Dragon. Fundraiser for Food Bank. Well 
a�ended. $500 raised for the Orleans Food Bank and 58 non-perishable food items 
collected 

 Purdy’s chocolates – shipment arrived today, Tuesday, December 5. Orders to be sorted 
on Wednesday, parents to pick up their orders on Thursday and Friday of this week. Sold 
just over $3000 for a profit of just under $1000. Proceeds to financially support the 
Meet the Keepers presenta�ons in January.  

 Winter Pizza Ordering closes December 11th.  
 
Financial Summary Appendix 2: Jennifer Tracey 
Most commitments have been paid. There are two items that Council commi�ed to pay that the 
final costs were slightly higher than what had been voted on.  

o Council had commi�ed $1000 for the 2023 Grad & Yearbook. The final cost was $1037, 
an excess of $37.49  

o Council had commi�ed $150 for the Primary Bubble Day last June 2023. The final cost was 
$153.48, an excess of $3.48.  

The treasurer opted to pay these extra nominal amounts without a Council vote since several 
other commitments were below the amounts that Council had voted to spend, such as the Forest 
of Read books, drying rack, tables.   
 
Vote by e-mail: Council discussed purchasing new 6-foot long folding tables at the October 3/2023 
Council mee�ng. There was a sale at Canadian Tire for 6-foot heavy duty portable plas�c & metal 
folding tables. The sale price was $89.99. These tables are normally $110-$140 elsewhere. 
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An email was sent to all Council members on Thursday, November 9/2023 requiring a quick vote. 
To purchase 6 tables at $89.99 plus 13% HST each, the mo�on was to spend $625. Vote YES or 
NO by end of day, Friday, November 10/2023.  
 
RESULTS: 18 Yes votes……0 NO votes 
Mo�on passed to spend up to $625 on folding tables.  
 
Wish List:   

 Welcome Banner $75. Mo�oned by Cynthia, Seconded by Kelly;  All in Favor.  
 $575 – stackable stools to be used in the main foyer as a type of roaming classroom, most 

economical choice is from IKEA, MARIUS black, 45 cm stool.  
Mo�oned by Wendy, Seconded by Yasmine; All in Favor  

 
Round Table:   
 
Anu Kwatra brought forward the possibility of organizing an a�er school program facilitate by 
O�awa Robo�cs. If Council is interested, the owner could a�end the January Council and 
demonstrate the programming that can be offered. Council members were enthusias�c about 
the program. The administra�on is going to discuss prior to the January Council mee�ng.  
 
As per Carpe Diem, school photos should be delivered to the school next the week of Dec. 11 
 
Mme Seguin O’Hara ini�ated a project call the Flat Maple Ridge Student. The students color in a 
picture or a child and glue it to a popsicle s�ck. The Flat Student is mailed to different places 
around the world and photos are sent back to Maple Ridge. Years ago a Flat Maple Ridge 
Student went to the winter Olympics. This year, Mme O’Hara has received a photo of the Dahli 
Lahma with Flat Maple Ridge student!!! 
 
Mee�ng adjourned at  8:21pm  
  
December 5th, 2023 mee�ng minutes approved by MRES council:   
  
  
  

  Cynthia Allen           January 9/2024        
_____________________________             __________________________  
 Execu�ve Signature          Date  
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Appendix 1. School Update Presenta�on 
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Appendix 2: Financial Summary and Commitments  

 


