
 

Maple Ridge Elementary School Parents Council 

1000 Valin St, Orleans, ON K4A 4B5 

April 5th, 2022 – Meeting via Google Meets 

6:30-8:00pm 

 

 

 

Meeting called to order: 6:32 pm 

 

Attendees:  
Jennifer Tracey, Mireille Filion, Mira Tuepah, Pamela Dossett, Lisa Briscoe, Wendy Lim, Barb MacIntyre, 
Amanda Hope, Crystall Matheson, Mara Belitzky, Elitza Palazov, Mike Talom, Rob Cler, Tabitha Rae 
 

Regrets: Cynthia Allen, Lysanne Darmody   
  
Minutes Recorded By: Amanda Hope 
 
Welcome & Introductions Mireille Filion 
 
Approval of Meeting Agenda  Nothing amended; agenda approved as is.  
 
Approval of March’s minutes Wendy motioned to approve. Seconded by Pam. All in favour. March 1, 
2022 meeting minutes approved.  
 
Principal Report Mireille Filion 
 
A detailed report, including a slide presentation, was given: 
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Welcome to the new staff! Have not had to close any classes yet - P & VP are filling in. If classes have to 
close, emails will be sent to families affected by 6pm the night before. A lot of extra support or activities 
may be cancelled. 
 

 
 
About 70% of staff & students are still wearing masks. Transition has gone well. Will provide students with 
masks if they ask for one. Cleaning and hand sanitizing are still happening. Slowly bringing back some 
carpets at the Kinder level and some of the reading tables (they were removed as they took a lot of 
space). Still trying to keep the desks forward. Starting yesterday, community use of school has resumed. 
Wednesdays are being kept open for school use at this time. 
 

 
 
As of this coming September, all students will start at the same time. 
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Green light was given for clubs. Can mix cohorts but limiting how many in attempt to limit contacts (eg: 
grade 8 volleyball, grade 7 badminton, etc). Can have field trips but will mostly be outside. Cost of bussing 
is more expensive so they will try to use some of their field trip funds to help cover.  
 

 
 
School climate survey (grades 4-12) will be happening this year. (Usually happens about every 2 years.) 
Everything is confidential. Allows schools to see how best to support all students at the school. Parents 
have the option to opt out.  
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Have started generating some ideas for Education Week. Hoping for the juniors to help support the 
younger students. Grade 8s would like to create a cultural day. Students are putting this day together. It is 
scheduled to be a day event, led by the students, to celebrate who they are as Mavericks and individuals. 
 

 
 
Board is turning to Literacy support for students (the last few years, the focus has been Math). They just 
started last week; will give a follow up at the next meeting. Giving students the extra support that they 
may not get at home. 
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EQAO will happen at the end of May/beginning of June. Grade 6 will be all digital. Grade 3 will have the 
option between paper or digital. Time will also be shortened. Usually about 3 days, but may be able to be 
done in 2. 
 
Waiting for more information about grad. 
 
Toonie Tuesday raised $305. 
 
Jen - Q: Play structures? A: Custodian measures to make sure the ground is thawed; usually open mid-
April. Will probably have a schedule for grades when they can use it. 
 
Wendy - Q: Can we start pizza days? Potential days/months we can do this? A: Just let us know that we 
can restart but it has to be a controlled environment. It’s a lot of work for a short time, but it’s up to the 
Council if we want to start. (Decided to put off milk until Sept. as it is a lot to get going.)  
 
Chair Report: Cynthia Allen absent. Report given by Jennifer. 
 
Pro Grant - Decided to go with Scientists in the Schools. Cynthia will apply for this and will report back. 
 
OCASC Update: Amanda Hope 
 
Hybrid Council meetings, including OCASC: How can we best do this? If this is an option we want, then we 
will need to advocate for it. If there is any feedback on this, I can bring it back to OCASC so that it can be 
presented to the Board as something to consider for next year. 
 
Points to consider, as brought up by Council: Technology - best way to hook it up; how to hook up a 
speaker that can send and receive sound; WiFi connectivity issues; who will be “manning” the tech during 
meetings; how to make sure the virtual joiners feel included 
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Fundraising & Communications: Wendy Lim & Pam Dossett 
 
Will think about pizza days now! 
Financial Summary: Jennifer Tracey 
 
Still waiting for an invoice from Tanya for the popcorn for the fun day. 
 
$7926 available.  
 
Wish List: Nothing at this time, possibly bringing something in for cultural inclusivity 
 
Round Table:  
Elitza Q: about field trips: can do field trips but not graduations? A: Expecting to hear more soon; 
presuming we will be able to do something but not sure what it will look like or how many will be allowed 
to attend.  
 
Have definitely seen a fluctuation in absences, close to 80 students away on a daily basis which is usually 
double what they have. Pam - Q: What is the threshold that the school would close? A: It has to be more 
than 30% and it’s been around 17%. Doesn’t matter why the absence, though. Thinking the numbers will 
come down after this week. Unless it’s really high, the whole school wouldn’t close, maybe a class but it 
would be due more to staffing. 
Pam - Q: Are we expected to continue daily screening? A: No board asked us to stop. Reminders to keep 
screening but don’t have to fill anything out. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm 
 
April 5, 2022 meeting minutes approved by MRES council:  
 
 

Cynthia Allen      May 3/2022 
     
_____________________________             __________________________ 
Executive Signature     Date 
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Appendix 1: Financial Summary and Commitments 

 


